Cecil John Rhodes Lodge 6th February 1970

What better words can we have to start this little talk than these,,.

Taken from "The Widow at Whndsor" 1892, and written by Bro Ridyard Kipling

Thejer's to the sons 'o the widow,

Wherever, however they roam,

Ere's to all they desire, and if they reguire, =

A spgedy return to their .ome,

and these few words from "The Mother Lodge, The § <o Seas (78v)

We met upon the Level an we parted on the 3q.are,

And I was Junior Deacon in my mother lod,e .ut theco,

Rudgrd Kipling was born 1865 -T93¢

This fine poet wmd an admirabl- rriter o storiesw as not only a Craft

Mason, having been initiscea at the nve of 20 in the Lodge Hope and

Perseverence No 782 of l_*\heore Pun ;1b, but is also believed to have

helonged to Royal Auvsh, Mar» Pegal Ark Mariners and Rose Craix, although

tre—ttdTot—p.~. s—through— ¢t.v —in—any degree, bhe wrote the minntes of the
meeting a\ wuicn he was himslf raised, He was appointed Poet Laureate of the

tawomy—t ) grte—%i winning{Ne2) —in which by tradition Rohert Burns had

pretiusiy served in a similar ecapaecity,

s‘zzart (I750 -9I) This great ~omposer arrived in Vienna in I78I and three

vears late was admitted to the eraft, This was during the heyday of Austrian

Freemasonry, siénee neither the Papal Enll of 1738 nor that of 175I had

been promulgated in that ~ountry, and the ~raft was prote~ted by the

Emperor Joseph II, (The freemason without and apron) , He was a friend of

Haydon . Fremmasonry permeated Mozarts musie, and one of his better known

Masonie compositions was "The Magie flute" which I am sure is well known

to you, The serond art in partiecular teems with allusjons to the o
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and the secene is laid in the Temple of Isis and Oriris whose mysteries were e

then believed to have been the orgin of Freemasonry,

Antiquity of Freemasonry,., Many of the doctrines of E&oenaaonry bolons, to

the vast traditions of humanity of all ages and all parts of th_jorld.

Nevertheless, not only has no convineing evidience been brcuz it forward to

prove the lineal deeent of our eraft from any antient u-g- ~izati o whiebh is

knowy to have , or even suspected of having, taught any silila. system of

morality, but also, from what we know of the Craft in the “e~ nentries prior

to the formation of the first Grand Lodge in 1717, it is excessively unlikly

that there ever was any suech parentage, a

At various times, however, many 2u.ient bodie' eclaimed as the ancestors

of Freemasonry; these included The fh~*ds , To~. Culdees, The Roséeruéians ete,

The fart is that the ecraft, as we Jnow it, ir all probality had its orgin

among the operative Masons ot Zrcitair, M. doubt it incororated from the

ealiest times shreds of -~iiwal, Jolk iore, and even orrult elements of time

immemorial antiguity. ‘ut is ‘s mn_t_mr_t_inlx_nt_ﬁr.i_ﬂ_h_au 8 a ] s in.

Here is sometX..u, about Freemasons Hall,....

Ab>ur the mialle »f the I8th eentury the Srand Yodge (Moderns) began

to work fo. a mertiag place of their own, Funds were raised by subseriptions

an” a vwntige se)eme and in I774 the fi?t Freemasons Hall in Great Queen St,

was projeeled, The Hall was dedicated on the 23rdMay I776. The Craft soon

out grew the first modest building, and new buoldings with the Masonie

portion apart from the Tavern(as in the previous one) was completed in 1867,

A distrastrous fire ruined the Temple in I883 , but it was reopened two years

later and further extended in I900 when the Libhruary Museum and extra offines
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Again thé the growth of the Craft outstripped acromadation and it was deecided

in I9I9 to ereet a new Temple as a Masonir Paece Memorial, The foundation stone

was laid by the Duke 0f Connaught, Grand Master, in I927 and the building was

dedicated by the Duke in 1933, It stands on more than two acres of [ro-ud

and the Grand Temple, T120 feet in length, Qo feet in width, an® 6. feet in

height, is about three times the size of the old temple, and th:o.e are IS

_Lodge Rooms, in addition to Board and Committee Rooms, ‘he libruery and

Museum, ( four times the size of the former)It is a M s:mio Hom: ‘n every

senfe, but, alas is already inadequate,

Napoleon I, (I769 -I82I)

There ~an be .0 dsubt nov ‘hat Napoleon was initiated

between the years 1795 -I798 before h® ecame Erg.r.. and probably in the body

of an Army Philadelphir Lodge of *u4 Primitlce Rite of Narbonne, Not only so,

but five out of six of his Gcan. Counec.. o: Empire and 22 out of 30 Marshalls

__of Franse were also Mase.:, many o€ them Grand Offjcers of the Orient,

Moreover, his Empres. o9'scphine ws initiated into Maronnerie 'd Adoption in

1804 -5, At one time :apole,r. initiation was believed to be Malta,

Negro Masor:rY,..

Pirinuce Hall ( Prince was his christian name) who lived for

many ,~ rs in "sostun, Mass, where he died in I807, In I775, he and fourteen

ovhe- Negr.oes were initiated in a miltery Lodge attatrhed to ome of the British
Regiments under the rommand of General Gage, Pall served in the Ameriacrn

Army during the War of Independence, but the Militery Lodge ~ave him and his

associates a sort of dispenfation to meet as a lodge with permission to do

nothing but walk on St, Johns Day and bury their dead in manner and form, In

1784 a warrent was issued by the Moderns Grand Lodge to the Afriecan Lodge 459
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Ite was three years later that hhds warrent reached Prinece Hall and acecording to

I8I3, although it is possible some rommunications had gone astray, In I797 some

Negroes living in Philjdelphia, who had been initiated under th- Epp‘i-% and

Irish constitutions, formed a lodge under permission from Prinece 'all and a

third Lodge was formed at Rhode Island, A year after Prince Bal‘a death, the

three Lodges formed themselves into the Afriean Grand Ladge, Taere are now

Prince Hall Grand Lodges and Lodges in most of the Stat.. as wel( as in Canada

Liberia, but they have never heen reconized hy the vaite T adge< or by England

——+————and—the Prinece lall Ledges must be regarded as (lasetine bodlies

Apron,,

The present day apron is dirme?(yv derera.d irom that worn by the

operative Mason, and in the early 7.8 of Groac 1‘mige, was not dissimilar, The

essential apron is that of che L,A, = .uu several of the Ameriacan Grand

Lodges are faithful to the ain white apron, In 1731, the Grand Master, his

Deputy and the Grand “ardeus (then tie only Grand Officers ) were permitted to

line there white leavlr aprons with blue silk, Masters and Wardens of

particular Lodg.~ r.re permitted to line theres with white silk and stewards

—+4— for thes# re:r ith red <ilk, In the last third of the I8th century a custom

grew—up w.th—haviive rons—dérorated with all serts of Maseni~ dewices, but

_the ,~es.nt des goiof English aprons were adopted after the Union of 1813
8ul vieir nve enjoined by the constitution of ISI5,In Seotland, while the

Grand Jodge ecolour is green the subordinate Lodges are permitted to wear their

sperial colours ., Fanciful explanations of the apron are oeceasionally

delivered , but one write said& "The apron is an important symbol but much

— nemsenee—has been talked abount its symbolism,

iLzauA \ : S - \&
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Religionﬂ..

Freemasonry is not a religion, but a system of morality, Its

members are free to profess what religious faiths they choose, provided they

believe in the G,A,0,T,U,, It was not always so, The old Charges sho.- “hat

the operative and early speculative Mason's were necessarily Trluiiarianms,

01d Charges e,g. Grand todge No. I of 1583 l/l. reference to 1. Saints (A1l

Hallows) was ommitted, Thexz real change came in I723, s>, (he first Charge

(Coneerning q«i and Religion),, XNKKE A Mason is ~lliged, b/ ha. temure, to

obey the moral Law; and if he rightly understand; che Ar#, ne 1ill never be

a stupid Atheist, nor an irreligious Libertine, .tis nuw thlought more

expedient only to oblige them (Masons) to trat reljsio. in which all men agree

leaving their particular opinions to ‘her.elves; i1hat is, to be good men

and true, or Men of Homour and Ho.¢s.r, by wlaiever Denominations or

Persuasions they may be distingui<led,..

The seecsna .alf o' th. above passage from the first Charge

was changed in I8I5 to re.d; let a mun's religion or mode of worship be what

it may, he is not €c~iuucd from *h: order, provided he believe in the glorious

architect of hesven and ea t.. and pratice the sacraed duties of morality, in

which form *t -tuuds to-day, A later Charge , the sixth, is echoed in the

Charge cfter initiati+n, in which it states that all topiecs of politiecal or
religivis liseus.i(v are forbidden in Lodge,

J4a Walteo Seott,, (I77I - 1832)

The famous poet - and novelist cntered Freemas

D whie

his father and elder brother had been members before him, He was initiated,

passed and raised the smme evening, He attended freguently, as was attested

by the Secbetary in I84I, when proposing that the name of the &odge be

altered to Sir Walter Seott, The poropsal was defeated, Seott refers to

Masomery in many of hig "
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Salomon Third King of Israel (937 -B.C,)

King Solomon is supposed to preside, in

the person of the Master (or his equivalent), over Lodges of the Craft and of

some of the Additional Degrees, As magiecian, as wise man, and as builaer, re has

always been a dominating figuer intradition , It is the third aspe~t +tnat he is

his place in Freemasonery, The building of his Temple is the ma‘a ~vent of the

Biblical acrount of Soloman, Josephus(A.D, 37) inm his Anti-uiZics of +he Jews

tells the story at length with some legendary arrretions A Uhristfan -citer of

the 2nd ecentury mentions his marriage to a daughter ¢f Hiram of f?re, from whom

— |he acquired and arehiteet ecalled Hyperon; the lati-r had a Jew‘sh mother,

Historieally, kin! Solomon employed his Masons .u other_}roat buildings besides

the Temple - his two Pakaces, the Temple M! (0 féraass

Masoni~ Songs.,,

Musir and sing’.ng ;laygq_ﬁ_v.:y definate part in Masonie meetings

even those of Grand Lodge - i. tne early days of organized Masonery, Theearliest

Masonir verse re~orded .nma wlierh we rossess is a rhymed anmagram in York (1800)

The first offiecial set in 1723, wnieh contiined not only the Enter'd Apprentices

Song, but also th- Mu<(er's and wardens Song as we know them to-day. By (1775)

a eollertion of _anos had cisc1 to ten odes, four anthems, 33 songs and amongst

them Robert Bu.n‘s Ferewexl,

Son’. ¢° the Yidow"

Freemasons are often‘galled because of thev bibliecal acrount of

Hiram Abiff as the son of a widow woman of the tribe of Naphtali(#I Kings vi I3)

Sqnm4 3

In our ritual "Square is used in two allied semees.ln one it is an

angle of P —
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In one is and ahgle of 90 degrees; in the other it denotes the important

implement with whi~h an operative Mason guages right angles in his work, Its use

is at least as aneient as Tutankhamens tomb (I353 B,C,) As weknow it is omne of

the Greater Lights and the moral applieation are well known to us,in et ijuuetion

with the compasses it is often used am an emblem of Masonery itsel:

l/Squu-!ugg:j.he Lodge..

One well known writeisuggests that ¢n tle squure., levels,

and perpendisularas prineipal everybody moving about a lodge room _hould square

the Lodge, making every turn a right angle.This -m.e is gene-a(ly observed in
Lodges in England partirularly the North, but in many ra.ts and ~ountries,it

is considered suffirient if it is adhered to in the ~ourse of ritila peramnlations

v“Pythagoras., (582 B r.)

Greek p~i.eropher i' is said mathmaties begins with him, /

about (529) after mu~h trave.. he setilel in Crotona in Italy, founded a school

half religious, half phi'c raiecal, He found the first prineipal of the Universe

in number, by whierh t.  harmr-ie> of musie, the proportions of architecture,

the movements of sun. moon and stars, were determined, His prinecipals, the

Pythagoreans, w-rre boun' by very striect rules. Some write‘(%ave considered

without evidience, tl=o¢ their brotherhood, with its grades and seecret signs, haw(

maeh- - —asmmon- wath Freomasonry, The Fort seventh proposition makes one wonder,

Th!-7rbaf—vt-t*x!—fumuus—thuvreu—uf—Enwi%d—{thet—in—c—righé—-«ng*e#—tro«ng&e—————

_”' ¢ : - h o . - NUA 0 he _Sum 0o e rna D ' ne ' e

two sides) ix attributed to pythagoras, It is ~alled the "Foundation of Masonmery"

sacred, ecivil, and miltary ,

A 440 -year old Masonie relier now forming one of the antient treasures ofthe
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Antient Lodge of Limeriek NO,I3%IC, anf antient square discovered during the excaw

excavation of the foundations of the Baals eridge over the River Shannon, The

wording on it rums, ,.,..Ppon the Level, By the Square,I will strive to Live,

With love and care,...From this we may ~onrlude that Freemasoncry had ity place

in Ireland in the early part of the I6th eentury; we ramnot be erertain tiaat it was

already partly speculitive, yet it even had an ethical symbolisw fo. its working

tools, It is not without signifisiance that the precious relsr wvus disecovered

under the eastern ~orner of the norkhern land pier, in ot.e. words 'j= vhe north

east rcorner"

Blue Breeches and Yellow Janrket,.,.

A fan~iful dessraption . a Mason's attire

relating to the brass and steel of a pair ol nczpassea\:tt is found in the early

eraterhisms (1730) Haye you seen your Mo «te= to-day?....Yes,,, How was he rlothed?

In a Yellow Kacket and pair of Blue ®reces,,,.’. B, The Yellow Jarket is the

~ompasses and the Blue Breeces E?ﬂ_:;°°l‘?&ﬁft"”"’ Blue Masonery the name some-

times applies to the théed depvees in Cra®t masonry , the blue represents the

canopy of heaven,

Bone Box an expression, now obro.ere, used as a repremand,relates to too murh moutk

Gloves,,, LN N
layue yov hav., often wondered why we wear Gloves 2 The gloves whinrh,
like thievorons,forn pirt of our eegalia nowad~ys, were eriginally a ne-~esaay

part o° ‘he opvvatives mason's protertive ~lothing, the gloves beiug speecially

ywpo.tant to prevent injury, Early reeords show that they were supplied by the

emplyers, At Eley in I322 the Saerist bought gloves for the new work and at Eton

Coblege in I456 fivecpairs were provided for layers of the walls, at York in 1423

1423 pairs were suPlpied at eighteen vence a pair. These roeords—relate—to—masom's
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the job t for e t dge there were other soureces of

supply .From I599 onwards #lwedr there is evidiénce that masons were obliged to

supply or furnish a pair of gloves to eanh of the brethren on the day of their

offirial entry into the lodge , as nart of their admissio n fees. Wi-r a

lodge presents a pair of sloves to the eandidate it is reveivine \ ~ustom

into the very beginnings of Engl#sk < aft history,
g0 baek over £04 vars' S ——

Inner Guard,,.

A question was asked some time ag> - What in ife does the Inmer

Guard represent in/ when he admits a ecandid.te,?The znsver given by some

stated - it may be sug&&ed__thgj_hupv_*.ammt_gﬂm&niiy_m_ih_:ouam.o_

thanhﬁnna:}_an 4rme—when h —e~andidate nt—thr—door— wvortd—

have been received by a Warden, or, o the nost _junior member of the degrec that

was going to be ronferred, Th~.y 13srhar«d ‘ae duties of the present day I.G,

Another line of thought, »nu indeel an .pinion is- that th symbolisw attatehes

NOT to thLLﬁ‘_hn_LLt‘\e_p:ﬁ-WMoh—ho—pnﬁons—M—bﬂ—hﬁ.}—
in each of the degrees ~onfer.~d, Thus the point of is usually explaiped

as a warning je.e™ .o imprmﬂﬂéﬁﬂn&l.—'lm—ﬁnd_nnu:_m_i.n.tomﬂ_“_“,_

symbols is_t‘-_e_yuy hbect kiid od masoni~ exer~ise.The only danger is

lead you_ ‘oo far fvom “he normally simple explanation,

—_— —— ~—

Yorkins Toels,,. It is said that those used in bloeking out stones

XX pp«SEABEEYI¥E appropriately belong to the apprentiece; those used in joining

stones to form walls, buildings ete, are assisined to the Fellow-rrafts, while

those requisite for the ar~rhitest to lay out his ground and draw plans are asigned

to the Master Mason, But in artual Masonery even the apprentiece is required to

employ far more than the 24" guage, gavel , and ~hisel, so the diwision in the

three degrees must be regarded as sinflifie«‘ and ~onventianal,

Q“l—i MM ()ou 14 “\ Qnu\..,;l 2\ \” \'ﬁ-cﬁ;‘)
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Wands,,.

As an emblem of power , dignity, and signifirance, the wand derives

from ancrient times, it is th1_g1nlA1:£niI£*_1hn_Binhnna_aiail,_iha_npaaksna.ua;g,_

the silver sti~k, the Blark Rod, And so the D,C, and A,D,C, or the Deaion “Zerives

his authority by virtwe of ~arrying the wand that has been placed *< Nis hand by ik

the W, M, Crossing the wands is believed to have been in use at ie.-t -as far back

ag the I8th ecentary, It is now regarded as symbolir of a gatrw.v chrough whirh

——triangle—
the randidate passes to a new life, or as representing t . NIXEXEFV TR KXERARELX,

the emblem of Deity,

George Washington (1732 -(99)

Hero of the Ar:rieun War ol lndependence and first

Presidient of the United States, Initiste « in Vir uia I752,Lodge 227 I.C,

When during the war the regiments Masupie ~hect w.s captured, Gen Washington

— | ordered its return with an esecot ar hor-u-,Tn 1789 for the seremonv of swearing

him in as Presidient of the U.S. A.nariea he used the Bible of St, John's fodge

» When he laid the esormc+ w:ie of tie .apitol in Washington in I793 he was

deseribed as the officia. Geneg&{_urand Master, There is a fine portrait of Geo,

Washington in his -or~u and sollar in the Smoking Room in Freemasons Hall London

Tyler, Tnnun Guard,

Call it what yon will, orginmally known as"garder" outer guard,

Offj-%a’ly st;led n I738, Garedr of ye Grand Lodge, We first find the word Tyler

ventioned in I732, Whenee comes the name, whirh seems ronfined to Freemasonery

(and spe~ulitive Masonery at that), Some authorities sec it an extention of the

meaning of the old operative tiler ... who kept roofs rovered , others would

derive it from the Freneh "Tailler" a stone rutter,, take your rhoice,,,.

Loy aNZe Pomm FPooy vma

ckﬁ\ﬁ {i&n;js_;%:JLuSE_inéli/
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Symbolism,,,,

This is perhaps the most diffi~ult brancrh of Fremmssonry, and the

one ahout the most nonsenre has been talked and written, The work of the operative

bullders -was replete with symbolism, whirh may partly recalled by a vici. %o a

medieval Church, but the symboliral explanations and moralizings upca working

tools familar to the ritualist to-day are of relatively reeent Znt--duction,

The ritual of early Grand Lodge days was comparitively miyNka< cimple, and

though working tools were mentioned they were not mortii-.<d upon, rhe change

appears to have rome about I770 with the elaboration ~° eeremonfal and the

comminissioning of decorative aprons and breast p'aies whi~h are ~ommon from this

period till I8I3,., A writer has sajd " There s nuothing :0 destru-~table as a symho)

but nothing as ecapable as so many interpretiticas, Th> (uly adviee one ecan give

is to read and think intedligently, Frem .ronry is I:u! of symbols, But where so

much genuine symbolisim exists, it i Lot necet-a'y to repeat against the pseudo -

mystiecal sechool,,.., With muech paiede of [ “ilosophical jargon we are invited to

accrept a host of deeper meani.¢s and hiédo n symbdlisms, We are experted to believe

without questioning, Ye’ w>» Taow ful. well that most ofhthis pseudo -mystirism

is so mueh preposterous -onsence.

Sir Christopher Yrom,,.., (132 -I723 )

rhe question whether the great designer of St Pauls was

or was nct a Ffrecwim'n has been fraught with controversy, Kt is said in I738

and rro~ides vim with a full Masonie career with his being G,W, and ending with

his Grand Mastership 1685 -95 and again in 1698, it appears there is no

deseribe his as a wprthy Freemason, (I723) Another sourece said he attended Antiquit

Lodge now NO 2 he had attended lodge regularyy for I8 years, During the building

of the Cathedral and presented it with three eandlesti~ks and the mallot whi~h

__thg_xiag—lo#ol}ed—tht—fuuﬂltlon Stone of St, Pauls,

These relins
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These relirs are still teasured by the Lodge. An old minute of the Lodge

dated "Queens Arms June 3rd I723 reads as féllows "The three mahogany Candlesticks

presented to this Lodge by its wérthy old master Sir Christopper Wren ordered

to be deposited in a Wooden Case lined with Cloth to be immediately ta Ne

purchased for the purpose,,..

In conclusion, we started with xipliggﬁand let me finish wit“ a que’e from

Banquet Night,

So it was ordered and so it was done,

And the hewers of wood and the Mason's of “ﬁfk;
With foe'sle hands from the Sidon run

And Navy Lords from the Royal Ark,

Came and sat down and were merry 9% me.s

As Fellow -Craft - No More and o -.ss,




